The Book of Galatians 2
Recap:
In the first message in this series on Galatians, we looked at:


the importance of reading the Word of God understanding the context in
which it was written,



who the recipients of the letter were and why Paul was writing to them.



the author of Galatians and some of his history.

And then we began to look more closely at the book of Galatians. We studied the
first 9 verses of this book. Looking at Paul’s greeting, his summary of the gospel and
his condemnation of those who are preaching a different gospel and bringing
confusion to the churches in Galatia.
I would strongly encourage you to familiarize yourself with that message as I will be
building on those foundations.
We pick up our series on Galatians in Galatians 1:10. A rather explosive and
straight-hitting truth:
Gal 1:10
Am I now trying to win the favour and approval of men, or of God? Or am I seeking
to please someone? If I were still trying to be popular with men, I would not be a
bond-servant of Christ. Gal. 1:10
Paul is not trying to please any man. He is not changing the gospel to make it more
palatable to the hearers because of fear of man. This is in effect what he is being
accused of. He is not doing away with circumcision rituals and other aspects of the
law to please people. He is not afraid of any customs or laws or offending anyone.
He just wants these churches to know the truth and not be deceived or led astray by
any false teachers and false Gospel.
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“No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other,
or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon.” Lk. 16:13
The fear of man brings a snare, But whoever trusts in the Lord shall be safe. Prov.
29:29
“I do not need (or accept; receive) praise (glory; honour) from people. But I know
you, that you do not have God’s love in you. I have come from My Father and speak
for Him (in My Father’s name), but you do not accept (receive) Me. But when
another person comes, speaking only for himself (in his own name) , you will accept
(receive) him. You try to get praise (receive glory/honour) from each other, but you
do not try to get the praise (receive glory/honour) that comes from the only God. So
how can you believe? Jn. 5:41-44.
Why is Paul saying this? He has just chastized the churches in Galatia for turning
away from the Gospel he preached to them and is about to begin the defense of his
apostleship and the gospel he has been preaching. This is his bridging statement.
Am I now trying to win the favour and approval of men, or of God? Or am I seeking
to please someone? If I were still trying to be popular with men, I would not be a
bond-servant of Christ. Gal. 1:10
So. Paul begins the defence of his gospel by defending his apostleship. He was
given a direct commission from Jesus in Acts 9 to take the gospel to the Gentiles
(non-Jewish people). Paul asserts that his gospel is not of human origin but came to
him directly from Christ (Acts 9).
Gal 1:11-12
For I want you to know, believers, that the gospel which was preached by me is not
man's gospel [it is not a human invention, patterned after any human concept]. For
indeed I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a
[direct] revelation of Jesus Christ. Gal. 1:11-12AMP
Paul is emphasizing that the gospel he preached is absolutely independent of
Jerusalem (vv. 13– 24). The false teachers were saying that Paul received his
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gospel from the apostles in Jerusalem, and that he wasn’t preaching all of it, but
merely a portion of it, but they on the other hand had the complete truth. Paul
specifies that he received his Gospel being taught it directly by Christ.


The gospel that you have received, is it diluted, or altered somewhat in any
way by man or man’s traditions?



The gospel that you have received and share, is it patterned after any human
concept?

What message is your life to the people around you? Is it a clear call, or a confusing
mix of ideas?


The message that your life is, is it diluted, altered, changed in any way?

In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own
eyes. Judges 21:25
“Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, But the Lord weighs the hearts. To do
righteousness and justice Is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.” Prov. 21:23
We can never go by what we think is right. What we think is just. Every next person
may have a different idea. There has to be absolutes in life. We need external
moral boundaries given by a perfect Moral Law giver (God). We can never be the
authors of our own gospel or moral code.
The gospel also has to frame how we view the world in everyday life. It must inform
our values and how we invest our lives. It must inform what we buy into and what
we don’t. Too often I see posts on facebook, or hear comments made, or see things
posted in chat groups by well-meaning Christians that are anti-biblical and anti-the
gospel. I don’t believe that they do it intentionally, but there is a lot of ignorance
around. I am not all-knowing, but I do know that I can’t believe the gospel of Christ
and also believe all religions are equal. I can’t in one sentence say I am a Christian
submitted to the Lordship of Christ and then go and see a sangoma. I can’t as a
bible-believing Christian subscribe to certain alternative medicine ideologies like
homeopathy and ayurvedic medicine, even traditional Chinese medicine and be
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comfortable with that. No! The practices and ideologies of these are contrary to the
gospel. If you need to get more information, do! But let’s not be ignorant. I can’t in
one breath say I am a Christian and then talk about karma or “chi” or energy. The
ideologies cannot both be true. We need to figure out what we believe and why and
then know what we don’t believe and why.
I once heard a Christian apologist giving an analogy to everything being relative. He
described it as being at a set of traffic lights and looking around you and seeing that
you are moving, but not knowing whether you are moving or the traffic lights are
moving, or the cars around you are moving. That would be very disconcerting.
The gospel that we preach, and we live by, it is unchanging. It cannot be altered to
suit the current change in times, trends, etc. It cannot be altered to make it more
appealing in our minds to the world. It is what it is. Jesus came, fulfilled the law
which we could never fulfill, died on the cross in our place. He became the ultimate
blood sacrifice. And He rose again defying death. When we believe and receive
what He did for us, that he died in our stead, in so doing giving us access to
unbroken relationship with the God-head, and eternal life, it is mind blowing and life
changing. He bore my sins and my sickness so that I do not have to. I do not have
to do anything else to receive the forgiveness, cleansing and new life apart from
believing and receiving by faith. Wow. That is the gospel. It is a free gift and brings
freedom. But not freedom to continue sinning, and we will look at that in due course.
Paul was very heated about the purity of this gospel. The false teachers were
adding parts of the mosaic law to the gospel. Paul was adamant that Jesus fulfilled
the Law and we do not have to fulfill any of it. As soon as we try to fill some of it, we
have moved away from the pure Gospel and are living according to something not
the Gospel at all.
We are talking about the gospel that Paul received and was taught by Christ Himself.


What revelation has Christ given you recently?

Jesus said, “It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceeds from the mouth of God.’” Mt. 4:4
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What proceeding Word are you living by today?

Gal 1:13-14
You have heard of my career and former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to
hunt down and persecute the church of God extensively and [with fanatical zeal] tried
[my best] to destroy it. And [you have heard how] I surpassed many of my
contemporaries among my countrymen in [my advanced study of the laws of]
Judaism, as I was extremely loyal to the traditions of my ancestors.
If anyone knew how to fulfill the Law, it was Paul. He was streaks ahead of his
contemporaries in Judaism. And he did his best to destroy God’s church. And yet
God rescued him from that.
Paul walked away from his career, his life as he knew it, his contemporaries, those
who applauded him. He did a 180 degree turn. And it cost him.
“…though I myself might have [some grounds for] confidence in the flesh [if I were
pursuing salvation by works]. If anyone else thinks that he has reason to be
confident in the flesh [that is, in his own efforts to achieve salvation], I have far more:
circumcised when I was eight days old, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews [an exemplary Hebrew]; as to the [observance of
the] Law, a Pharisee; as to my zeal [for Jewish tradition], a persecutor of the church;
and as to righteousness [supposed right living] which [my fellow Jews believe] is in
the Law, I proved myself blameless. But whatever former things were gains to me
[as I thought then], these things [once regarded as advancements in merit] I have
come to consider as loss [absolutely worthless] for the sake of Christ [and the
purpose which He has given my life]. But more than that, I count everything as loss
compared to the priceless privilege and supreme advantage of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord [and of growing more deeply and thoroughly acquainted with Him—a joy
unequaled]. For His sake I have lost everything, and I consider it all garbage, so that
I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him [believing and relying on Him], not
having any righteousness of my own derived from [my obedience to] the Law and its
rituals, but [possessing] that [genuine righteousness] which comes through faith in
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Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith. Phil 3:49AMP.
Before conversion, Paul was a great religious rule-keeper—and he knew it.
And yet, despite all this, he was not only saved by Christ, but also called to be
a preacher and leader of the faith. His testimony is a powerful witness to the
beating heart of Christianity—the gospel of grace. Grace is the free, unmerited
favor of God, working powerfully on the mind and heart to change lives. There
is no clearer example than Paul that salvation is by grace alone, not through
our moral and religious performance. Though Paul’s sins were very deep, he
was invited in. Timothy Keller.


What life or way of thinking, or way of living did God rescue you from? Have
you walked away from that life completely, no matter the cost to you? Or do
you, like the false teachers, mix a portion of the old with a portion of the new
because it appeals to you in one way or another? Because it is more
comfortable, or “fits” or feels better.

We can never change the truth to suit us. It will cease to be truth. We can never
change the gospel to suit us. It will cease to be the gospel.
Gal 1: 15-17
But when God, who had chosen me and set me apart before I was born, and called
me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach
Him among the Gentiles [as the good news—the way of salvation], I did not
immediately consult with anyone [for guidance regarding God's call and His
revelation to me]. Nor did I [even] go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles
before me; but I went to Arabia and stayed awhile, and afterward returned once
more to Damascus.


I love how Paul is clear that God chose and set him apart and called him
through His grace. From a murderer of Christians and persecutor of the
church, to the author of a large chunk of the New Testament and powerful
apostle of the Lord. Wow. What a testimony to the power of the Gospel to
change a life completely! Paul specifies that this was through His grace!
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Paul knew what God had chosen and set him apart for (to preach Christ) and
knew to whom he was sent (the Gentiles). Have you sought God for what
He has called and set you apart for? Do you know your sphere or
metron, or people group that He has called you to? Paul also knew His
message. What is your life message, or your life messages? For example
one of mine is to help people to know and hear the voice of God in everyday
life. He has also given me a life message around understanding the process
of God. This information informs us regarding default messages to preach or
minister to people. You are guaranteed they are anointed. Don’t settle for
second hand revelation.

Paul is clear that He didn’t consult with anyone regarding what Jesus revealed to him
and didn’t confer with the apostles in Jerusalem (which is what he was being
accused of), but went to Arabia.
We see something of Paul’s own path of growth and discipleship. He had solitary
time with God. During his three years in Arabia (v 17-18), we assume he learned
from God much that he later taught. Though we should not think that his time in
Arabia was spent simply in solitude (there were thriving cities there), we do learn
about the importance of study and reflection and the development of our own
personal acquaintance with God. We live in a time that puts too much emphasis
on activity and accomplishment, and not enough on reflection and contemplation.
But Paul’s point here is that he went to Arabia, rather than Jerusalem, for his first
sustained time of reflection and preparation. Solitary time with God is
fundamental to the Christian life; but the Christian life is not a solitary one.


Be careful of hurry sickness. Eg kids and extra-curricular activities.



I love how he was able to give an account of his movements. He was able
to be accountable and transparent. He was honest and integrous. Are you?
Can you be like that with those closest to you? Your spouse? Your close
friends?
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Gal 1:18-24
Then three years later I did go up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas
(Peter), and I stayed with him fifteen days. But I did not see any other apostle except
James, the [half] brother of the Lord. (Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you
as if I were standing before God that I am not lying.) Then I went into the regions of
Syria and Cilicia. And I was still unknown by sight to the churches which were in
Christ in Judea (Jerusalem and the surrounding region); they only kept hearing, "He
who used to persecute us is now preaching the [good news of the] faith which he
once was trying to destroy." And they were glorifying God [as the Author and Source
of what had taken place and all that had been accomplished] in me.
Paul states how he did go up to Jerusalem 3 years later to see Peter and spent 15
days with him. Whilst there he also saw James. That was his only contact with the
apostles in Jerusalem. He is still defending that the gospel he received was from the
Lord and not from the Apostles in Jerusalem.
He also writes how the churches in Judea (Jerusalem and the surrounding region)
had not seen him and all they knew of him was the incredible life change that God
had completed in Paul and glorified God because of it. He wasn’t a regular visitor at
any of the churches.


Is your life so radical that people hear about it and give glory to God for this
before even meeting you?

Paul is sharing his testimony in this first chapter of Galatians. He is sharing his life
and his heart with those he is writing to.
This whole section of Paul’s testimony is introduced by verse 10: “Am I now trying to
win the approval of men, or of God?” Paul asks. I began this message with this and
I am going to start to wind down my message with it as well.
Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God?”
Paul’s question is one with an obvious answer: God!
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The gospel removes a “man-pleasing” spirit—the drive to “win the approval of men”.
It replaces that spirit with its opposite—not needing to win or seek human approval
for what you do. In other words, the gospel produces confident and fearless followers
of Jesus, doing what is right without concern for the approval and good opinion of
others. Paul says that he couldn’t be a “servant of Christ” if he were a peoplepleaser. That is to say, a Christian cannot and will not be a man-pleaser. This
certainly underscores its importance!
The Bible talks about the sin of man-pleasing in various places.
As we saw earlier,
Proverbs 29:25 says: “Fear of man will prove to be a snare”.
The fear of man is the opposite of “fear of God”. You cannot have both.
In the Old Testament, the fear of God does not simply mean to be frightened by Him,
but to be filled with awe and wonder and attraction at His greatness. Therefore,
the “fear of man” must refer to a view of people (or a particular person or group
of people) that causes you to elevate their importance, to hold them in awe, to
crave their approval and to fear their disapproval. It is a situation in which your
desire for their blessing amounts to adoration and worship, and in which you give
some form of human approval the rights and power over your heart that only God
should have. It means you will be as devastated by the loss of this approval as if you
felt criticized or condemned by God.


Is there anyone that you can think of right now, who holds this place in your
heart?

The fear of man presents itself in many ways. Here are a few:
1. Fear of public opinion:
When Saul disobeyed God in 1 Samuel 15:24, it was because he was afraid of
public opinion.
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2. Fear of losing attention:
When Samson gave in to Delilah in Judges 16 it was because he was afraid of
losing her sexual attention.
3. Eye-service (Eph. 6:6-7; Col. 3:22-23):
Elsewhere, Paul mentions another very common form — eye-service. It means to
do a job only to the degree that you get approval of, or reward from, those over you.
To do the job well only to the degree that it is seen and you get the credit for it. If we
work from this motive, our work will be inconsistent, shoddy, and half-hearted work.
We need to work as unto the Lord as worship to Him. When the cats away the mice
are at play.


How consistent are you in your attitude and conscientiousness in the absence
of people watching over you? Who are you when no one is watching? Eg
Training or when you are on a diet.

So, how does the gospel destroy man-pleasing—“the fear of man”? By freeing us
and motivating us to seek “to win the approval of … God” (v 10).
In the gospel, we discover that trusting in Christ brings God’s full and complete
favour and approval. When He sees the believer, He sees Jesus (3:25-27)—and so
He says to us: “With you I am well pleased” (Mark 1:11). God is pleased with us. And
because God is pleased with us, we can live in a way which pleases God, the
Creator of the cosmos. Paul seeks to please God, rather than people (v 10). He
urges Christians to sacrificially obey God because this is “pleasing to God” (Romans
12:1).
The Christian is assured of God’s love and approval. God is pleased with us in
Christ. So the Christian longs to obey God, not for himself, so that God will save him,
but out of gratitude to God, who he knows has already saved him. And so Paul lives
as a “servant of Christ” (v 10). God’s approval liberates us to live in a way which God
approves of. The gospel is both a powerful assurance, and a powerful motivation to
live in radical obedience. We do not live God’s way in order to become His children,
but out of gratitude that we are already God’s children.
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Today we have completed looking at Galatians chapter 1. We have seen Paul
sharing his life, his conversion and his testimony and giving an account of his
movements in defence of the gospel he preached. He was incredibly passionate
about the purity of the gospel. This gospel was what changed his life and what he
gave his life for.
Altar Call


Has the gospel changed your life? Have you made the commitment to give
your life for this? (Salvation and recommitment opportunity).



Is the gospel you profess and live by, the same gospel that Paul is talking
about here? Are there any additions or subtractions?



Fear man and seek their approval
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