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Ex 13:17; 4:31

1. The God who leads
Exo 13:17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road
through the Philistine country, though that was shorter. For God said, "If they face
war, they might change their minds and return to Egypt."
Exo 13:18 So God led the people around by the desert road toward the Red Sea.
The Israelites went up out of Egypt ready for battle.


The road through Philistine country was the most direct route to Canaan,
however it was heavily guarded by the Egyptians.



God doesn’t always take us the most direct route.



Ready for battle meant that they were organized and in fighting formation.



However, God knew their readiness for warm, or lack thereof.



Despite their lack of readiness for war, God knew how to lead them in order to
get them where He was taking them. He also knew how and when to prepare
them so that they would be ready for war.

Is 48:17
This is what the Lord says—
your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:
“I am the Lord your God,
who teaches you what is best for you,
who directs you in the way you should go.
Ps 119:105
Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.
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Some common ways God leads:
a) The Bible
The Bible is the word and will of God. There are principles and guidelines contained
therein which we need to familiarise ourselves with.
2 Timothy 3:16-17
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work”
b) The Holy Spirit
John 16:13-14
“But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth. He will not
speak on his own, He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet
to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to
you.”
Often when the Holy Spirit is speaking to us, it may not seem spectacularly
supernatural, but rather that there is a witness or knowing in your heart. For example,
there may be a check in your spirit as a warning. Or there may be a surge of life and
joy when God is giving you a ‘yes’. We need to learn to discern between the voice of
God (the Truth, John 14:16), our own imagination/flesh and the devil (the father of all
lies, John 8:44).
God’s Voice:

Devil’s voice:

Stills you

Rushes you

Leads you

Pushes you

Reassures you

Frightens you

Enlightens you

Confuses you

Encourages you

Discourages you

Comforts you

Worries you

Convicts you

Condemns you
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c) Inner witness or voice of our conscience
The inner witness is where the Holy Spirit gives you peace or a joy in your human
spirit, when you are doing something, or mentally picturing doing something that is
God’s will. It is also a lack of peace or an uneasy feeling in your spirit when you are
doing or thinking of doing something which is not in God’s will.
Romans 8:16
“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God”
There is something of the Holy Spirit that will witness to our inner man.
Colossians 3:14-15
But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. And let the
peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be
thankful.
The peace of God should rule in your heart.
Philippians 4:6-9
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things
are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—
meditate on these things. The things which you learned and received and heard and
saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.
Peace in our heart is the acid test and baseline of all leading of the Lord.
Oftentimes our problem is not that we don’t believe God leads, but that we already
have decided where we want to go or what we want to do and are impatient or afraid
to wait to hear God’s leading.
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2. The God who positions
Ex 14:1-3
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp near Pi
Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. They are to encamp by the sea, directly
opposite Baal Zephon. Pharaoh will think, ‘The Israelites are wandering around the
land in confusion, hemmed in by the desert.’
Dan 2:21
He changes times and seasons;
he deposes kings and raises up others.
He gives wisdom to the wise
and knowledge to the discerning.
Judges 6:12-18
When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you,
mighty warrior.” “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the Lord is with us, why
has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told us
about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord
has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.” The Lord turned to him and
said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not
sending you?” “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My
clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” The Lord
answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none
alive.”
Another e.g. God took David, who was a shepherd boy taking care of his Father’s
sheep in the wilderness overlooked by his father even as a potential King. God
positioned Him in the palace, serving the current king and then made him king.
Unlikely story.
Another e.g. Joseph. Took him from the prison and he was made second in
command in Egypt.
God knows how and when to position for His purposes.
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3. The God who provides
Ex 13:21-22
After leaving Sukkoth they camped at Etham on the edge of the desert. By day the
Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night
in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. Neither
the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the
people.
Gen 22:9-14
When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there
and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on
top of the wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But
the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I
am,” he replied. “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him.
Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son,
your only son. ”Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its
horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of
his son. So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it
is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.”

4. The God who understands
Ex 13:17
When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the
Philistine country, though that was shorter. For God said, “If they face war, they
might change their minds and return to Egypt.”
Ex 14:1-4
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp near Pi
Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. They are to encamp by the sea, directly
opposite Baal Zephon. Pharaoh will think, ‘The Israelites are wandering around the
land in confusion, hemmed in by the desert.’ And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and
he will pursue them. But I will gain glory for myself through Pharaoh and all his army,
and the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord.” So the Israelites did this.
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Is 40:11
He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries
them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.
Is 40:28-31
Do you not know? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.
He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall;
but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint.
1 Chron 28:9
“And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with
wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the Lord searches every heart and
understands every desire and every thought. If you seek him, he will be found by
you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever.

5. The God who always has a strategy


What is in your hand?

Ex 14:13-16
Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the
deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will
never see again. The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.” Then the Lord
said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. Raise
your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the
Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground.
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Luke 9:12-17
Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, “Send the crowd away so
they can go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging,
because we are in a remote place here.” He replied, “You give them something to
eat.” They answered, “We have only five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we
go and buy food for all this crowd.” (About five thousand men were there.) But he
said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.” The disciples
did so, and everyone sat down. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking
up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the disciples to
distribute to the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up
twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.
Gen 2:7
Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
Gen 2:16-17
And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the
garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for
when you eat from it you will certainly die.”
Gen 3:6-15
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them
were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together
and made coverings for themselves. Then the man and his wife heard the sound of
the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid
from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the
man, “Where are you?” He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid
because I was naked; so I hid.” And he said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from? ” The man
said, “The woman you put here with me —she gave me some fruit from the tree, and
I ate it.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” So the Lord God said to the
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serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all
wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your
life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”

6. The God who always wins
Ex 14:21-28
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the Lord drove
the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were
divided, and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water
on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s
horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea. During the last watch
of the night the Lord looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian
army and threw it into confusion. He jammed the wheels of their chariots so that they
had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The
Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and
their chariots and horsemen.” Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at
daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and
the Lord swept them into the sea. The water flowed back and covered the chariots
and horsemen—the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the
sea. Not one of them survived.
2 Sam 5:17-25
When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over Israel, they went
up in full force to search for him, but David heard about it and went down to the
stronghold. Now the Philistines had come and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim;
so David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I go and attack the Philistines? Will you deliver
them into my hands?” The Lord answered him, “Go, for I will surely deliver the
Philistines into your hands.” So David went to Baal Perazim, and there he defeated
them. He said, “As waters break out, the Lord has broken out against my enemies
before me.” So that place was called Baal Perazim. The Philistines abandoned their
idols there, and David and his men carried them off. Once more the Philistines came
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up and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim; so David inquired of the Lord, and he
answered, “Do not go straight up, but circle around behind them and attack them in
front of the poplar trees. As soon as you hear the sound of marching in the tops of
the poplar trees, move quickly, because that will mean the Lord has gone out in front
of you to strike the Philistine army.” So David did as the Lord commanded him, and
he struck down the Philistines all the way from Gibeon to Gezer.
A vast army was attacking the Israelites, whom they would be able to gain victory
over in the natural.
2 Chron 20:15-17
He said: “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is
what the Lord says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast
army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s. Tomorrow march down against them.
They will be climbing up by the Pass of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the
gorge in the Desert of Jeruel. You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your
positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the Lord will give you, Judah and
Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow,
and the Lord will be with you.’”


We often judge a situation before it’s closure.



Sometimes we can’t see a possible victory, but in the end God will have His
way, if we follow Him.
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