The Spirit of Boldness
What would your life be like if you were not afraid of anything? What would the video of your
life look like? What would the church look like with regards to evangelism and impact?
“If sinners be damned, at least let them leap into Hell over our dead bodies. And if they perish
with our arms wrapped about their knees, imploring them to stay. If Hell must be filled, let it be
filled in the teeth of our exertions, and let not one go unwarned and unprayed for.” Charles
Haddon Spurgeon
The good news is that they say a baby is born with only two fears; the fear of being dropped
and the fear of loud noises. All the other fears are learned. When you know how something
was learned it becomes easier to unlearn it. Don’t embrace fear as part of your personality. I
don’t know whether that is scientifically proven but its interesting that babies put their hands in
dogs’ mouths, they embrace cats and chase bees. Little kids like it when you stare at them,
they like being looked at and have no issues with self-consciousness or body image…..until
someone tells them it’s dangerous. If you have spent your whole life hearing that night driving
is dangerous, driving on slippery roads is dangerous you can easily rehearse that and be in
fear. Alternatively, you can focus on what you will do to avoid the danger. “I drive slowly when
the roads are wet so that I can arrive safely.” Fear causes us to focus on the worst possible
outcome. Why not trying to have faith for the best possible outcome. If you have experienced
trauma you become hypervigilant in looking for negative cues to support your belief. If you
faced trauma as a result of abandonment your tendency is to look for signs of abandonment
and reject yourself before you can be rejected.
Whatever your fears are, God can deliver you. It’s not your portion. Fear is the anticipation of
pain. I am not talking about healthy caution. This is about anxiety, worry, terror, and faith in
reverse.
Psalm 34:4
"I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.
The word deliver here means to pluck, to take away, to snatch. The word for fear is also
translated terror, so it is not just referring to something mild. “All” speaks not only of every but
“my whole” fear.
2 Tim 1:7
For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.
The recreated born again spirit is not fearful. We have not been given a spirit of fear. Don’t be
friends with fear, If you live in fear then you are not walking in the spirit but in the flesh. When
you live from your spirit you will walk in boldness. The recreated inner man is bold.
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“Sound mind” also speaks of being “self-disciplined”. Often when we are in fear it’s because
our minds have passively received and entertained the lies from the enemy. You have a choice;
will you rationalize your fear or will you ask, “What else could be true?” People often justify
their anxiety based stress.
You can be gentle in the natural but spiritually aggressive.
Boldness is not to do with personality but is a spiritual quality.
We make way for the man who boldly pushes past us. Christian Nevell Bovee
This happens often when someone arrives at a venue with security. You let the bold person
through even if they are gate crashing.
What is boldness?
Acts 28:31
“Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord
Jesus Christ.”
It’s the Greek word Parrhesia – frankness, openness, outspokenness.Pas rhesis – freedom of
speech, confidence, openness, public. Stemming from 2 words 1. Pas – all, totally, everything
2. Rheo – frankness, assurance, confidence.Lexicon: Speaking freely, vigorous limbs,
readiness of hand, audacious, ardent, courageous, impetuous, violent, warlike
Often when people are not bold the result is lack of clarity. Boldness often produces clarity.
Often the person who is most clear in a room is the one who ends up with the most influence.
9 Practices that Unlock boldness
1. Embrace boldness as a spiritual quality
Proverbs 28:1
"The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as the lion."
Are you terrified for nothing? This is a sign of wickedness.
Boldness and righteousness go together. Boldness is part of being Christlike.
Boldness was one of the key results of being baptized in the Holy Spirit.
Boldness is linked to knowing God. A people who know their God shall be strong and do great
exploits (Dan 11:32). There is a link between knowing God and walking in Spiritual boldness?
Does your identification with Christ intimidate powers of darkness? You might be naturally quiet
but are you spiritually aggressive. Some people are naturally loud, but they are spiritually
passive. So in the same way that we know it is good to be loving, kind, and patient we must
also embrace boldness in the same way.
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Jer 1:7-9
7 But the LORD told me: “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ For to everyone I send you, you must
go, and all that I command you, you must speak. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you
to deliver you,” declares the LORD. 9 Then the LORD reached out His hand, touched my mouth,
and said to me: “Behold, I have put My words into your mouth.
Fear can cause you to disobey God. Boldness helps us to obey.
Joshua 1:9
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.
Courage and fearlessness are commands.
2. Understand the consequences of fear:
 Fear causes disobedience
 Fear stops you from stepping out into uncharted territories
 Fear stops you from loving people
 Fear stops you from allowing yourself to be loved
 Fear stops you from connecting with people and being vulnerable
 Fear stops you from dreaming big
 Fear makes you lose your voice
 Fear causes you to be controlling
 Fear causes you to be suspicious and not to trust people
 Fear causes you to never see the best in others
 Fear causes you to falsely accuse people
 Fear causes you to be unnecessarily defensive
 Fear causes you to hide from love
 Fear causes you to be bound by a guilty conscience
 Fear causes you to be a people pleaser
 Fear causes you to not use your talents
Mt 25:24-26
24 Finally, the servant who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Master, I knew that you
are a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered
seed. 25 So in my fear, I went and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what belongs to
you.’ 26 ‘You wicked, lazy servant!’ replied his master. ‘You knew that I reap where I have not
sown and gather where I have not scattered seed.…
It’s not enough to just be a moral person. When you know what fear has done to you,
after some time you stop being friends with it. You hate it.
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3. Let the Spirit of Christ in you be your source of boldness.
Boldness is from God’s Spirit. Yield yourself to His Spirit. (Intellect, money, looks etc are all
relative and therefore not good sources of boldness).
Isaiah 11:1-2 AV - Spirit of might
And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD
Acts 4:31
After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.
Peter who had denied association with Jesus previous was now speaking boldly.
1 John 4:4
You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is
greater than the one who is in the world.
Psalm 27:1-3, 14
1 The LORD is my light and my salvation— whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold
of my life— of whom shall I be afraid? 2 When evil men advance against me to devour my
flesh, when my enemies and my foes attack me, they will stumble and fall. 3 Though an army
besiege me, my heart will not fear; though war break out against me, even then will I be
confident. … 14 … Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.
4. Receive God’s Love and forgiveness
1 John 4:18
There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.
Hebrews 10:22 (ISV)
Let us continue to come near with sincere hearts in the full assurance that faith provides,
because our hearts have been sprinkled clean from a guilty conscience, and our bodies have
been washed with pure water.
Hebrews 4:16
“So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy,
and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.”
1 Jn 4:17
In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of
judgment, because in this world we are like him.
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Eph 3:12
In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.
Knowing God’s love and acceptance helps you to be bold with God.
We see this confidence with the Syro-Phonecian woman in Mt 15 and also with Abraham
praying for Sodom and throughout the life of Moses.
1 John 5:14-15
14 And this is the confidence that we have before Him: If we ask anything according to His
will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we
already possess what we have asked of Him.
Matthew 3:17
“This is my beloved son, with whom I am well pleased.”
Knowing that you are loved by God casts out fear, but knowing that He is pleased with you
motivates you not to fear failure. You can love someone but not be pleased with them.
Because we are in Christ God is also pleased with us. When you know that God delights in
you it helps you to walk in boldness. Strong's: agapetos (pronounced ag-ap-ay-tos') from;
beloved:--(dearly, well) beloved, dear. Thayer's Greek Lexicon: agapētos 1) beloved,
esteemed, dear, favourite, worthy of love. Eudokeo – Took pleasure, to think well of
5. Hold firmly to your boldness
Heb 3:6
But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we hold
firmly to our confidence and the hope in which we glory.
Heb 10:35
So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded.
Some people are good at this whilst others are easily thrown by naysayers. What makes you
lose confidence? Is it their faces? Is it what they say? In NKJV it says in Jer 1:8 “Do not be
afraid of their faces..”
Ezekiel 2:6
And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them or their words. Do not be afraid, though briers
and thorns are all around you and you live among scorpions. Do not be afraid of what they
say or be terrified by them, though they are a rebellious people.
Often you can trace your anxiety to what you saw or what someone said. Be careful what you
let in to your eye and ear gates.
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6. Put man in his place in relation to God
We need to overcome the fear of man. The Gates of Hell shall not prevail against the church…
There are degrees of power. You have greater power. Don’t be intimidated by man because of
his position; promotion comes from above (God). Don’t have an exaggerated view of man’s
power. It results in you being bent towards man instead straightened towards God.
Mt 10:26-28
26 “Do not be afraid of them, for nothing is hidden that will not be revealed, and nothing is secret
that will not be made known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what is
whispered in your ear, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the
body but cannot kill the soul. Instead, fear the one who is able to destroy both soul and body
in hell.
Acts 5:28-29
28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem
with your teaching and are determined to make us responsible for this man’s blood.” 29 But
Peter and the other apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than men.
Ps 56:3-4
3 When I am afraid, I will trust in you. 4 In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I will not
be afraid. What can mortal man do to me?
Heb 13:5-6
5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because
God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."[a] 6 So we say with confidence,
"The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?"
7. Pray for boldness.
Acts 4:29
29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great
boldness.
Eph 6:19
19 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will
fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel,
8. Spend time with Jesus
Acts 4:13
13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled,
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.
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9. Remain in God’s assignment for you
Joshua 1:3-9
3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your territory will
extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite
country—to the Great Sea [a] on the west. 5 No one will be able to stand up against you all the
days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake
you. 6 "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I
swore to their forefathers to give them. 7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey
all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you
may be successful wherever you go. 8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your
mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.
Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with
you wherever you go."
There is a boldness that comes from knowing that you are in God’s will doing what He
has asked you to do. Stay in the territory He has given you.
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