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My message today will be a journey . I hope you enjoy the journey.
Rom. 8:28
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose.


What precedes that? What is the context of that?

Rom. 8:26-27
Likewise, the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray
for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is,
because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.


Suddenly Rom. 8:28 begins to look a bit different!

You may well say, well, why do we have to pray? If God is all-powerful, all-knowing and
sovereign, if He is a God who leads and can work things out for our good, what should we
pray? Can’t He just implement His will? Good question! I am glad you asked.
The Dominion Mandate
Gen. 1:27-28
So, God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of
the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth."


This is what is known as the dominion mandate, or the cultural mandate.



God delegated authority over the earth to us.



He is not like your boss, or someone who delegates authority to you and then overrides it. He has given authority to us, and if we want His help and assistance we have
to ask Him, invite Him, cry out to Him.



And when we do, we need to know:
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Ps. 65:5
He is a God who answers prayer
You faithfully answer our prayers with awesome deeds,
O God our savior…
Jm. 5:16-18
… The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. Elijah was a man with a
nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the
land for three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the
earth produced its fruit.
The answer to our prayers is often in the form of a person.


You may be the person God is sending to answer someone’ prayers



Moses’ purpose, destiny and calling were likely in response to their prayers

Ex. 3:7-10
The Lord said, "I have in fact seen the affliction (suffering, desolation) of My people who are
in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters (oppressors); for I know their
pain and suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from the hand (power) of the
Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a land [that is] good and spacious, to a
land flowing with milk and honey [a land of plenty]—to the place of the Canaanite, the
Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite. Now, behold, the cry of the
children of Israel has come to Me; and I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them.
Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, and then bring My people, the children
of Israel, out of Egypt."


God sent Moses in response to someone’s prayer.

Ex. 2:11-12
Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out to his brethren
and looked at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren.
So he looked this way and that way, and when he saw no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid
him in the sand.


He already had that passion, desire, and seeds of his destiny om his heart. He went
about it without God’s leading the first time.
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Ex. 3:1-4
Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led
the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. And the Angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and
behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I
will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn.” So when the Lord
saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said,
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.”


Here we see Moses in a hidden place in the desert. The back side of nowhere. And
it’s in this place that God chooses to reveal Himself and direct Moses. I think that
although physically he was in a desert and the back side of nowhere, his heart was in
a better place ready to fulfill what God had for him that when he lived in the palace
in the centre of everything influential and kingly.



Moses was led because he “turned aside”.



He was in a hidden place in a desert. Maybe you are in that place.

Ps. 139:13-16
For You formed my inward parts;
You covered me in my mother’s womb.
I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
Marvelous are Your works,
And that my soul knows very well.
My frame was not hidden from You,
When I was made in secret,
And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.
Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed.
And in Your book they all were written,
The days fashioned for me,
When as yet there were none of them.
God has not forgotten us in hiddenness.
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Is. 40:27-31
Why do you say, O Jacob,
And speak, O Israel:
“My way is hidden from the Lord,
And my just claim is passed over by my God”?
Have you not known?
Have you not heard?
The everlasting God, the Lord,
The Creator of the ends of the earth,
Neither faints nor is weary.
His understanding is unsearchable.
He gives power to the weak,
And to those who have no might He increases strength.
Even the youths shall faint and be weary,
And the young men shall utterly fall,
But those who wait on the Lord
Shall renew their strength;
They shall mount up with wings like eagles,
They shall run and not be weary,
They shall walk and not faint.
Ps. 139:7-12
Where can I go from Your Spirit?
Or where can I flee from Your presence?
If I ascend into heaven, You are there;
If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there.
If I take the wings of the morning,
And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
Even there Your hand shall lead me,
And Your right hand shall hold me.
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall fall on me,”
Even the night shall be light about me;
Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You,
But the night shines as the day;
The darkness and the light are both alike to You.
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I love how God led the Israelites with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by
night. Whatever the season we find ourselves in, God is well able to locate us and
led us in a manner that works for the season.

Moses: The answer to the Israelites’ prayers of hundreds of years
(no pressure!)
 God led the Israelites. He did so by raising up Moses to lead them.
 Moses could lead because he himself was being led by the Lord.
 We need to learn to be led by our God who leads.
 We need to position ourselves in such a way as to be led by Him.
If you read the book of exodus, what I find interesting is how many times I read “then the
Lord said to Moses” … or a similar phrase. I also read how Moses pleads with the Lord, says
to the Lord, and so forth. There was a relationship and communication. In that context,
Moses was led by God.
Ex. 13:17-14:31 NIV

As we are being led by God, let’s remember:
1. He is a God who understands
He understands His people. He understands the enemies we face.
We might be surprised or disillusioned, but He is never disillusioned, because He was never
illusioned in the first place.
Ex. 13:17-18
When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the Philistine
country, though that was shorter. For God said, “If they face war, they might change their
minds and return to Egypt.” So God led the people around by the desert road toward the Red
Sea. The Israelites went up out of Egypt ready for battle.


The road through Philistine country was the most direct route to Canaan, however it
was heavily guarded by the Egyptians.



God doesn’t always take us the most direct route.



Ready for battle meant that they were organized and in fighting formation.



However, God knew their readiness for war, or lack thereof.
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Despite their lack of readiness for war, God knew how to lead them in order to get
them where He was taking them. He also knew how and when to prepare them so
that they would be ready for war.

Is. 48:17
This is what the Lord says—
your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:
“I am the Lord your God,
who teaches you what is best for you,
who directs you in the way you should go.
Oftentimes our problem is not that we don’t believe God leads, but that we already have
decided where we want to go or what we want to do and are impatient or afraid to wait to
hear God’s leading.
Ex. 14:1-3
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp near Pi Hahiroth,
between Migdol and the sea. They are to encamp by the sea, directly opposite Baal Zephon.
Pharaoh will think, ‘The Israelites are wandering around the land in confusion, hemmed in by
the desert.’
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It is important to remember that they went past the Pi-Hahiroth and Migdol to Etham, then
back tracked to camp at the Red Sea. Scripture gives a detailed geographic triangulation
relationship between Migdol, Pi-hahiroth and Baal-Zephon. They were to camp between the
Migdol (watchtower) and Pi-hahiroth (mouth of water), directly across from Baal-Zephon
(cult worship site) on the opposite shore.
"Baal-zephon" means literally: "lord of the north". (Baal = lord + zephon = north.)
"The god Baal-zephon is mentioned in Ugaritic, Egyptian, and Phoenician writings as a sea
and storm god." (Tyndale Bible dictionary)
God knows how and when to position for His purposes.
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Faith helps position us aright. Give soccer example.
Exodus 13:20-22
After leaving Sukkoth they camped at Etham on the edge of the desert. By day the Lord went
ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to
give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day
nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people.
Is. 40:11
He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close
to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.
Is. 40:28-31
Why do you complain, Jacob? Why do you say, Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord; my
cause is disregarded by my God”? Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.
He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall;
but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint.

2. He is a God who always has a strategy


What is in your hand?

Ex. 14:13-16
And Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the
Lord, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you
shall see again no more forever. The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.”
And the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward.
But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it. And the children of
Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.
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Lk. 9:12-17
Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, “Send the crowd away so they can
go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in
a remote place here.” He replied, “You give them something to eat.” They answered, “We
have only five loaves of bread and two fish — unless we go and buy food for all this crowd.”
(About five thousand men were there.) But he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in
groups of about fifty each.” The disciples did so, and everyone sat down. Taking the five
loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he
gave them to the disciples to distribute to the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and
the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.
Often God is just asking for what we have in our hand. That’s all He needs, afterall. How
could Moses have known the rod in his hand would also part the sea (as well as the miracles
performed in Egypt)? It didn’t really. It was God. But Moses just yielded to God what was
in his hand and God did the rest.
What’s in your hand?

(Continues on next page)
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3. He is a God of Process
Route of the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt

Ex. 23:27-30
“I will send My fear before you, I will cause confusion among all the people to whom you
come, and will make all your enemies turn their backs to you. And I will send hornets
before you, which shall drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite from before
you. I will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the land become desolate
and the beasts of the field become too numerous for you. Little by little I will drive them
out from before you, until you have increased, and you inherit the land.
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Ps. 144:1-2
Blessed be the Lord my Rock,
Who trains my hands for war,
And my fingers for battle—
My lovingkindness and my fortress,
My high tower and my deliverer,
My shield and the One in whom I take refuge,
Who subdues my people under me.
There is a quote that says, ‘When God wants to drill a man and thrill a man and skin a
man. When God wants to mould a man to play the noblest parts. When he yearns with
all his heart to create some great and bolder man that all the world might be amazed,
watch his methods, watch his ways. How He ruthlessly perfects who He already elects.
How He hammers and converts them with might blows and converts them into trial
shapes of clay that only God understands while his tortured heart is crying and he lifts
beseeching hands. How he bends but never breaks when His good he undertakes. How
He uses who He chooses and with mighty acts induces him to try explain. This is such a
beautiful picture of the process of God and when God calls you He is going to mould you
whether you like it or not, and it may not always be comfortable but at the end of the
day it is worth it’.
Tests are part of process:
Deut. 8:2-5
And you shall remember that the Lord your God led you all the way these forty years in the
wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would
keep His commandments or not. So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you
with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might make you
know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from
the mouth of the Lord. Your garments did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these
forty years. You should know in your heart that as a man chastens his son, so the Lord your
God chastens you.


There are many different tests that God takes us through: misunderstanding,
rejection, integrity, lack of recognition, the power test, test of submission
(submission is only really tested in conflict), and so forth. The test I am wanting to
mention here is the Test of Faith.
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Concerning Caleb and Joshua.
Num. 13:1-2
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am
giving to the children of Israel; from each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every
one a leader among them.”
Num. 13:26-33
Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the
children of Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they brought back word to them and
to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. Then they told him, and said:
“We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its
fruit. Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and
very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there. The Amalekites dwell in the
land of the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and
the Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the banks of the Jordan.”
Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and take
possession, for we are well able to overcome it.”
What you see and how you process what you see will affect how you will allow yourself to
be led.
But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people,
for they are stronger than we.” And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land
which they had spied out, saying, “The land through which we have gone as spies is a land
that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature.
There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like
grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”
Num. 14:6-8
But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had
spied out the land, tore their clothes; and they spoke to all the congregation of the children
of Israel, saying: “The land we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. If the
Lord delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us, a land which flows
with milk and honey.’
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Num. 14:26-33
And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, “How long shall I bear with this evil
congregation who complain against Me? I have heard the complaints which the children of
Israel make against Me. Say to them, ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘just as you have spoken in My
hearing, so I will do to you: The carcasses of you who have complained against Me shall fall
in this wilderness, all of you who were numbered, according to your entire number, from
twenty years old and above. Except for Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of
Nun, you shall by no means enter the land which I swore I would make you dwell in.
God is a God who leads. There is a dynamic that kicks in when we are in unbelief though.
He prefers not to lead us.

Conclusion:
In order to enter in our promised land. In order to be those who are led by Him, we need:


To be those who turn aside to look, those who are curious and hungry around the
things of God



To walk in relationship with our God. We need to position ourselves ourselves in
such a way that we can can listen and hear Him. Maybe the positioning is in daily
routine, maybe its carving out a bit of time, maybe its audible bibles in traffic,
whatever it is, we need to do it. We are responsible for this.



We need to be prepared to yield what is in our hands.



We need to walk by faith.
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